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ferod so much in common should lu
after years have as large a measure of
mutual rCcocipense as it was possible
lo secure by standing shoulder to shoul-
der

¬

In peaceful projects as they had
marched together on warlike expedi-
tions

¬

The Spirit of Helpfulness
In all these veteran societies the key-

note
¬

was this spirit of helpfulness a
sentiment that had been developed by
the induclve process during the years
of daring and suffering In emergen ¬

cies of danger and privation and sorrow
each soldier had learned as never be-

fore
¬

how dependent is every one upon
his fellow men Independence In the
personal sense is an illusion of pros
perity in reality there is no such
thing as independence but when one is
In comfortable circumstances and sur ¬

roundings he easily fancies that he has
nothing to ask of any other man It is
trouble or peril that sends him to some
one else and then is made the uncon
scious confession of weakness the tacit
admission that all his arrogant assump-
tion

¬

of self sufficiency has been an
empty tboest

This experience of a mutual depend¬

ence was one of the most startling reve-
lations

¬

to many of those who composed
the greatUnion army

Strange were these friendships bo
tween men who but for the war would
never have known of each others ex-
istence

¬

each in his faraway home but
here Joined by ties peculiarly binding
and singularly unlike the attachments
of peaceful and uneventful life

Reunion Effected

What wonder that after all these ex
periences of mutual reliance the
thought of separation was swiftly fol ¬

lowed by the thought of reunion Could
these mln go back to their several
homes and forget those who had been
thus strangely associated with them for
this- - brief terrible season of danger
andr daring Or would the muster of
war be replaced by a muster of pa- -
trio tic veterans who might reassemble
at stated intervals to keep one another
reminded of what they had enjoyed or
suffered together to renew their alle-
giance

¬

to the principles that had ac-
tuated

¬

them In their righteous con-
flict

¬

to keep sacred the memory of
comrades whose lives had sealed their
bond of loyalty more yet to give prac-
tical

¬

proof of the sincerity of this vet
eran spirit by making material provis- -
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Ion for the comfort and support of the
families bereft by these sacrifices and
to cultivate in the hearts and lives or
the veterans themselves those tender
and generous senlimcnts which the
brutalities of war were so calculated- - a
kill out and which each one must re
vive and cherisli lest ho should suffer
that worst result of battle strife that
retrograde step In the progress of civil ¬

isation a deadening of the finer sens- -
bllities of his nature Should the pa-
triots

¬

of the Union repeat the history of
other nations demoralized by war or
should sweet charity and brotherly
kindness successfully combat these per-
ils

¬

and the nation become purer for
the baptism of fire that had consecrat-
ed

¬

her anew
Buch anxious questions filled the minds

H thoughtful people as they pondered
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the issues of the war And from every
quarter of the army came the significant
answer to tho question as everywhere
knots of soldiers planned for t future
meetings of their respective regiments
or divisions

Inspired by Personal Friendship
While many different bands of vet

erans were projecting reunions on one
or another exclusive basis there wen
some who were planning the establish-
ment

¬

of a grand comprehensive order
The Impulse of personal friendship that
inspired each group of mess mates was
an expression of the same feeling that
broadening in its application developed
into the comradcry of the Grand Army
of the Republic They were the budding
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shoots from which the interlacing
branches of tho strongest forest were
ultimately to grow

In different States soon after the
close of the war various societies of
veterans weie organized for various
purposes but none of them were of more
than local importance and ceased to
exist when a national organization
based upon broad principles and open to
all honorably discharged soldiers was
presented

Chaplain Rutledges Suggestion
Such an organization is the Grand

Army of the Republic It is probable
that the Rev W J Rutlcdge chaplain
of the tFourtcenth Illinois Volunteers
was the first man to suggest the idea
that the soldiers so closely allied in the
comradeship of the war when mustered
oufrjwould naturally desire to form an
association that would preserve the
friendship and the memories of their
common service danger and glory This
suggestion was made to Major Stephen ¬

son surgeon of the same regiment and
he and the chaplain discussed It and
agreed that at the close of the war thev
would work out some such project The
war over the subject of a national or-
ganization

¬

of veterans formed the basis
of a correspondence until March 18G6
when the two above named met in
Springfield 111 and spent some time in
arranging a ritual Major Stephenson
however had taken the initiative in re- -

gard to the ritual some time previous
It Is significant that tho movement
which resulted in the Grand Army of to-
day

¬

should have started in that part
of Illinois where Abraham Lincoln spent
the years of his early manhood nnd
that the first conference should be held
in the city in which ho resided when
elected President and which Is honored
by the first monument In memory of
that greatest vof American patriots and
statcsmon The first conferonco wna
held in Springfield in which a score or
more of Illinois soldiers participated
At the suggestion of Governor Oglcsby
the first ritual was printed by I w
Coltrln and Joseph Prior tho publishers
Of the Decatur Tribune

They were bota old soldiers and werp
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obligated in the order before the ritual
was placed In their hands to set up
Major Stephenson acting as mustering
omcer

The first post of the Grand Army o
the Republic was organized at Decatur
April 6 18GG by Major Stephenson as ¬

sisted by Captain Phelps 7f the Thlrtv- -
second Illinois The post was organized
with twelve charter members and M F
Kannn captain of Company A Forty
first Illinois Volunteers was made post
commander The charter members were
I G Pugh George R Steole J w
Routh Joseph Prior J H Nale J T
Bishop G H JJUnning R F Sibley M
F Kanan C Reibsame I X Coltrln
and Aquilla Tqland

Among those who participated In the
conferences In Springfield which result-
ed

¬

In the Stato or department organiza-
tion

¬

of Illinois were Col John M Sny-
der

¬
Dr James Hamilton Major Robert
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M Woods Major Robert Allen Chaplain
William Rutlcdge Fre4 Deannowof
WashIrigtorfr CrrColi SlartinvFlobd
Col Daniel Grasa Col Edward Prince
Capt John Phelps Capt John A
Lightfoot Col B F Smith Major A A
North Capt Henry- - Br Howe and Col
B F Hawkes now of Washington D C

The first constitution agreed upon in
Springfield May 15 1866 provided for
precinct organizations to be known as
posts county organizations to be known
as districts State organfzatlons to be
known as departments and thcflatlonal
organization to be known as The
Grand Army of the Republic

The Declaration of Principles adopted
was as follows

Section The soldiers of the Volun-
teer Army of the United States during

SIXTEENTH

the Robollion of 1861 65 actuated by tho
impulses and convictions of patriotism
and of eternal right and combined in
the strong bands of fellowship and unity
by tho tolls the dangers and the vic
tories of long and vigorously waged
war feci themselves called ipon to
declare In definite of words and
in determined co operative action those
principles and rules which should guide
tho earnest patriot tho enlightened
freomnn and the Christian citizen in
his course of action and to agree upon
those plans and laws which should gov
ern them in united and systematic
working of the grnnd results of the war
the fruits of their labor and toll so as to
benefit the deserving and worthy

Ignatcd to bo accomplished by this or-

ganization
¬

are as follows
1st Tho preservation of those

and fraternal feelings which have bound
together with strong cords of love and
affection the comrades-in-arm- s of many
battles sieges and marches

2d To make these ties available In
worksand results of kindness of favor
and material aid to those in- - need of
assistance

3d To make provision where IMs not
already done for the support care and
education of soldiers orphans and for
tho maintenance of tho widows of de
ceased soldiers

4th For the protection and assistance
of disabled soldiers whether disabled
by wounds sickness old age or mis
fortune

5th For tho establishment and de
fense of the late soldiery of the United
States morally socially and politically
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with a view to Inculcate a proper appre-
ciation

¬

of their services to the country
and to a recognition of such services
and claims by the American people

Not a Political Order
The national encampment in Phila-

delphia
¬

January 15 1SG8 added to sec-

tion
¬

5 the following
Yet this association docs not design

to make nominations for office or to use
its Influence as a secret organization for
partisan purposes

Right at this point arose the compli-
cation

¬

that so seriously interfered with
the organization of the Grand Army
Each veteran was two separate char
acters mo same soiuicr was one moment
a fraternal comrade the next Instant a
belligerent boy In blue Tho veteran
who one evening attended tho meeting of
tho Grand Army Post tho next evening
shouted himself hoarse at a mass meet-
ing

¬

to cheer the candidate of his choico
Land people reasoned this way The
Grand Army men are managing tins cau-
cus

¬

and thcrofore tho Grand Army Is a
political scheme for controlling elec-
tions

¬

and whereas the candidates thu3
urged for nominations are Republicans
therefore be it resolved that the Grand

Is a partisan club devoted to the
interest of the Republican ring

The ingenious sophistry of this rea-
soning

¬

beguiled a great many people
usually capable or logical judgment ana
the argument was used to prejudice the
unthinking and many veterans who be
longed to the Democratic party declined
to have anything to do with the Grand
Army

Opposition to the Grand Army
Also on the ground that a secret politi-

cal society was a menace to free institu-
tions

¬

many men of all parties opposed
the Grand Army believing It to be Iden-
tical

¬

with tho political clubs of veterans
Even the veterans thcmsulves did not al ¬

ways remember to make the distinction
and so the gercrni public may be ex
cuset for not realizing the difference

In vain tho leaders of tho Grand Army
rrotestcd that It was not a political
club still less a partisan club PcodIo
persisted in regarding It In that llcit

Section 2 Tho results which are des J Tho session of tho National Eiamp- -

-
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menton May 12 1869 adopted the re-

vised
¬

ritual and rules and incorporated
this important article

No officer or comrade of the Grand
Army of the Republic shall in any man¬

ner use this organization for partisan
purposes and no discussion of partisan
questions shallbe permitted at any of
its meetingsnor shall any nominations
for political oftfee be made

The Grand Army Extended
The National Encampment at Indian

apollsr in 1SG6 added sailors so that
section 5 read Sodiers and Sailors
a few years later the clause read Sol
diers Sailors and Marines and It
stands that way today

In October 1S66 a little more than
six months after the organization of the
first post in Decatur departments had

-- - -

-
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Army

¬
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been formed in Illinois Wisconsin In-

diana
¬

Iowa and Minnesota and posts
had been organized in Ohio Wisconsin
Kentucky Arkansas District of Colum-
bia

¬

Massachusetts New York and Penn ¬

sylvania
The flrst department convention was

held in TSpringfleId July 12 1866 and
Gen Johnl Palmer of Illinois now
dead was elected department comman-
der

¬

much to tho surprise of many who
believed that Major Stephenson should
have had that honor Work for a na¬

tional organization was Immediately be ¬
gun and Major Stephenson in issuing
the call for this styled himself Com
mander-in-chi- ef G A R-- U S

The First National Convention
This national convention wa3 launched

in Indianapolis in November 186S

The meeting was called to order by
Commander-in-Chi- ef Stephenson CoL
John M Snyder was made secretary and
Gen Jules C Webber and Major O M
Wilson assistant secretaries The com-
mittee

¬

onlcredentials reported the num ¬

ber of delegates present from the
States as follows

District of Columbia 1 Illinois 34
Indiana 148 Iowa 6 Kansas 1 Ken¬

tucky 3 Missouri 9 New York 1
Ohio 15 Pennsylvania 3 Wisconsin 7

total 228

General Palmer Chosen President
Gen John M Palmer of Illinois was

chosen president of the convention and
a vice president was chosen from each
State L-- Edwin Dudley was made sec-
retary

¬

and Rev John H Lozier of In¬

diana chaplain
The most Important resolution adopt-

ed
¬

was one declaring that Congress fa
justice and not charity should pass a
jaw equalizing in a just manner tn
bounties of all Union soldiers and sail
ors and the convention pledged itself
to State and national legislation for
the education and maintenance of tha
orphans and widows of deceased com
rades and maimed brethren They also
declared that Congress ought to pass a
law making it the inexorable duty of
every citizen to defend his country is
time of need in person and not by
substitute They also asked that all
things being equal veterans of the war
of the- - rebellion be preferred Officers
elected were Commander-in-chi- ef 3
A Hurlbut of Illinois senior vice comma-

nder-in-chief J B McKean of New
York junior vice commander-in-chi- ef

R S Foster of Indiana adjutant gen¬
eral B F Stephenson of t Illinois
quartermaster general August Willies
of Ohio surgeon general D C McNeil
of Iowa chaplain W A File of MIS
souri
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